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Nature study always formed part of FroebeFs cur- Nature study.
ricuhim. His principles of unity and the symbolic rev-
elation of God in nature impelled him to introduce the
children early to an informal study of the natural sci-
ences. Even in the school at Keilhau 1 there were con-
tinual excursions for the study of nature. Likewise, the
songs, games, and stories of the kindergarten are filled
with references to natural surroundings, and the pupils
are encouraged in their instinctive love for flowers and
living creatures through gardening and the care of pet
animals. These occupations satisfy their inherent crav-
ings, call forth love? wonder, self-control, and self-sacri-
fice, and furnish material for the development of obser-
vation and intelligence. The children gain a permanent
interest in natural science, become familiarized with, the
phenomena of nature, and come to feel a communion and
living connection with God.

Since Froebel held to the method of 'self -activity' and

* creativeness ' and appealed more to individual interests,

his idea of discipline necessarily varied from the authori-
tative one usually imposed, He held that the principle
to be observed was a harmony between, spontaneity and ttem-
self-control. He would have evil overcome by starva-
tion and atrophy and by the nurture and development
of the good. He believed that the will could thus be
diverted without paralyzing it, and that, if bad traits
1 See pp. 200 and 216.